
ill"' i - : i TJiml'IETH CONGRESS, lit SESSION.fjrj-T-he Raleigh Register, of the 29th inst.,lavery over any new acquisition. ..But.can
n.nf rnntainp.l wUhln iUelf all the necessary

. Mr. Allen argued in favour ofZTthe Measure now., as involving
the highest national interest. He 25 JGEN. "CASS' LETTER. --

"

. - . From the Washington Union.

Washington. Dec. 24, 1847.

Pear Sir : I hate . received your letter and

.hall answer it, as frankly as it J tc0nf-
-

You ask me whether I am
andI whatof Mexican territoryacquisition ;

the. Wilmotare my sentimcnta'wiih

Prfhave?so often and so explicitly slated my

views of the first question, m the Senate, that

it seem almost unnecessary to repeat them

here. .:. As you request it, however, I shall
briefly give them v : ,

4V

I think, then, that no peacc oould be ?ra."
tl to Mexico, till a reasonable indemnity is

obtained for the injuries, which has done

us The territorial extent of this indemnity

mercantile community of - the large cities, al-

ways the first to complain of the government,
and to encourage private expresses and other
oppositions, would be the first and severest
sufferers. Let them try it and be convinced.
But if the government undertake to carry the
mails an undertaking from which the mer-

cantile cities derive the first and greatest ben-
efitlet them cordially put their shoulders to
the governmental wheel, and help it out of
every ditch dug by the extortion of private
enterprise. &

The constitution clause 6 of sect. 8 of art.
says that " Congress shall have, power to

PRtnbliab nnst-nflW- a nnd DOSt-road- S This
gives to Congress the monopoly of carrying
the mails, the power to control the postroads
which they establish, and to make any road a
post-ioa- d. And such power is necessary to
every national government ; for, in .times of
war or public danger, necessity may require
the interruption of all intelligence. Congress
can, in times of public danger, proclaim mar-

tial law, and thus stop all tongues, pens, and
presses, and consequently stop tne carnage oi
all letters and newspapers. If, then, they can
stop the whole in times ot pumic uanger,iucy
should have the power to control the transpor-
tation of the whole in times of public safety.
If, then, they can establish a post-roa- d, and
regulate the transportation of the mail over it,
they can convert a railroad into a post-roa- d,

and regulate it accordingly.
But how shall Congress regulate a railroad r

By compelling it to carry the mails for reason
able compensation, to be as ertained by arbi-tratar- s,

if the Postmaster General and the rail
road company ca"hnot agree. But of this the
company will complain as arbitrary power.
We reply, that railroad companies exercise the
arbitrary power of taking private property,
without the owner's consent, for their road
depot ; tax the public for transportation upon
it, and exercise the very arbitrary power of
extortion from the government, upon penalty
of rejecting the mails. By the first of these
arbitrary powers, they cause great inconveni-
ence to prvate right ; and by the last, to the
whole people and their constituted authorities.
If, then, the only remedy for the last be this
arbitrary power in the government, public
convenience declares that the government
should possess it. Public convenience is the
argument of transporting companies in taking
private property and imposing tolls. If pub-

lic convenience should keep the public in their
power for these purposes, it should put them
in the power of the government for the trans-
portation of mails. Without such govern-
mental power, the people are at the mercy of
the corporations, who may stop their mails
entirely, or compel them to pay heavy taxes
for transporting them. We hope that the
people of this city will, on this occasion, have
the manliness to support the government, and
speak out against the rapacity of a corpora-
tion, instead of indulging in sneaking, pitiful
complaints of their Postmaster General for
complying with the laws.

WILMINGTON JOURNAL.

Friday, January T, 1818.

AC2NCY.
Jambs M. Redmond, Post-mast- atTarhoio', is Agpnt

for this paper, for Edgecombe and tt.e adjoining coun
ties. Mr. R. will take pleasure in receiving new sub
cribers and receipting for any moneys due us in that

section.
Joseph Mason, Tost's Buildings, corner of Hanover

and Beaver streets. N. Y.. is our acent, lor receiving
Advertisements in that city, for publication intbe Jour
nnl. He will also receive subscribers for the same.

fs-- James Kurch is our authorized a- -
v--- -

gent to make collections due the " Journal
office in this town and county.

fjcj Washington Collins, Esn , is authori
zed to collect and give receipts tor our paper
in his neighborhood.

(jO-T- he readers of the Journal will please

bear with us a short while. The Editor is

absent, which will account for the want of the

usual quota of Editorial.

Municipal Election. An Election was
held in this town on Monday last, for the
choice of seven gentlemen to compose the Board

of Commissioners of Wilmington, for the en-

suing year. The following is the result :

has quite a glorification over the following
letter from Gen.'Wool to Senator Badger, pre
sented to the latter by. Lt , Col. Faggt

. Camabgo, Nov. 14, 1847.
My Dear Sir; I avail myself of a moment

to eav a word in behalf of your friend Lieut.
CoL7 Fagg.' He, as well as his Colonel, has
most nobly done his dutv. Both have com
manded my admiration for their zeal, activity
and efficiency in all the duties " required of
them. No two officers have more of my con
fidence than Col. Paine and Lieut. Col. Fagg,
ana should an opportunity oiler, 1 am sure
they will do honor to themselves and coun
try, in the field of battle. v

Lieut.. Col. Fagg can give vou much valu
able
1?

information,
.., not 4 only

. .
in regard to

TV
this

T"une, nut tne country ana its supplies, rinai-l- y,

he is in all respects entitled to your spe
cial notice and kindness.

With the most respectful considerations,
Believe me to be truly your friend,

JOHN E. WOOL,
U. S. A.

To the Hon. G. E. Badger,
Senator in Congress,

Washington.
The Register seems to think that this letter

has fixed the matter, and that " Loco Focos "
should now forever hold their peace. The
Register ought to" remember that "such was
Col. Paine's conduct, that all the company of-

ficers, whigs as well as democrats, with the
exception of two, signed a paper requesting
the Col, to resign ; that the good of the Regi-

ment and of the Service, required his doing
so. The Register ought also to remember,
that the writer of this " white-washin- g" let-

ter, is the same man who " dishonorably dis

charged" from the service of the United States
two oflicers, without having the shadow of
law for so doing. Was Mr. Singeltary, who
was one of the discharged, a whig or a demo

crat ? V hat does he say about the anair ? Is
Gen. Woof the only man whose statements
and opinions are to be regarded in this matter?
The people of North Carolina will answer no.

Whio Candidate for Governor. Ken

neth Rayner's withdrawal ftom the turf, has
brought forth quite a host of whig candidates
for the office of Governor of the good old
North State. We do not now remember them
all. Edward Stanly, Col. Joyner, Mr. Kerr,
Charles Manly, Josiah Collins, William II

Washington, James W. Bryan, Dr. Fred. Hill,
Wm. B. Shepard.and Richard Hines, have all
been brought out by their respective friends
Who is the man ?

Tennessee and the Hero of Monterey.
The Legislature of Tennessee have, without
distinction of patty, invited Gen. Taylor to
visit Nashville during the present session of
that body. This is done, says the resolution,
that the members of the Legislature may " tes
tify to him, personalty, their respect and re
gard."

Methodist Conference Next Wednes
day is the day fixed upon for the meeting of
the South Carolina Methodist Episcopal Con
ference, South. We understand that Bishop
Andrews is expected to preside on the occa
sion.

A man named Sid bury, against whom there
is an indictment for shooting his father inthi
county three or four years ago, was arrested
in town on Monday, and placed in jail. He
has been in Florida, we understand, since the
murder was committed, and was on the point
ot leaving to go back there when arrested.

Chronicle, last Wednesda y.

The War Office has received by the officers
who have recently arrived from Mexico, va-
rious trophies of the war. Among them are
two small beautiful brass wall nieces of ord
nance sent by Gen Scott, and brought to this
city by Col. Andrews.

The most curious of these trophies is the
black flag of the guerrilleros. The material
is bombazette. The ornament and letters in
the centre, upon the red ground, are worked
with green silk upon black cloth pieces, ex
cept the squares, which are worked with
white. But the most remarkable is a small
pennant on the top, made of black, 22 inches
by II 3-- 4, with various military ornaments.
On the lop ana bottom are a death's head and
cross-bone- s. In the centre, these ominous
words : " No doi cuartefr' Give no Quar
ters, lhis staff and flag was taken at La
Mira Flores, on the 13th of August, 1847,
fiom the guerrillas who attacked Lieut. Ham-
mond's party. National Whig.

North Carolina Regiment. The Raleigh
Register contains a letter from its correspon-
dent at Arispe's Mills, in Mexrco, which
mentions the deaths or David Williams and
James W. Taylor, of Company A ,and Elijah
Pippin, of Company E., the two Companies
from this county, of the North Carolina Regi-
ment. In the month or October, Captain Ro-
berts and Lieut. Thompson resigned, and
there were 21 discharges on Surgeons' certi-
ficates of disability, (besiles 21 deaths in the
whoie Regiment,) for the same month, mak-
ing an aggregate of 44. The letter is dated
Nov. 20, and the writer adds : The health of
the Regiment has improved wonderfully in
this month ; up to the present date, not a
death has been reported, and but very few ca-
ses of sickness. We have very cool weather,
which suits the boys exactly. v

Tarboro, Press.

Terrible Calamity Loss of Sevnteen
Lives. We find in the Cincinnati Commercial,
the following account of a terrible calamity:

On the night of the 15th ult., at about 10
o'clock, just as they were preparing to go to
bed, 32 persons who had taken refuge from
the flood in the great new brick building, at
the late Fourier Settlement, (the water having
reached the second floor,) heard the building
beginning to give way, and discovered that the
walls were falling ! Some jumped out into
the water, whilst those that remained were
crushed and buried in the ruins.

In about five ininutes the whole of that
beautiful fabric, was a shapeless mass of im-

mersed ruins, with but fifteen of its inmates
breathing the breath of life ! Seventeen hav-
ing found a tomb! Not a murmur or a groan
was heard from the crushed and smothered
victims, for the waters swept darkly and
deeply over them. The dim moonlight look-
ed down calmly and undisturbed upon the
wreck that overwhelmed the unseen dead.
while the heart-rendin- g cries from the living
echocl tearluJIy in the hills. ,

in anout ten minutes alter the crash, two
skirts, one from Utopia, a town a short dis
tance above, arrived and rescued the almost
frozen survivors, who, after their escape from
tne Duildmg, had taken refuge upon drift
logs, &c, and carried them safely to land.

Swords for Gens. Wool and Worth. Two
elegant swords, presents for Generals, Wool
and Worth, are now to be seen at the store of
Ball, Tompkins & Black, in New York. They
are both gold mounted. That for General
Wool, was ordered by, the Troy Common
Council, and cost $1,000. The citizens of
Hudson and Kinderhook ordered that for Gen.
Worth, at a cost of $500. Like the other,
the scabbard is of silver gilt, and the mount,
mgs are of gold. ; The hilt is surmounted with
heads of Bacchus and a Bacchante, crowned
with grape vines and fruit, and the srahWd

it go there 1 This may well be doubted. All
descriptions, which reach ns of the condi-

tion of the Californtaa and of New Mexieo,
the acquisition of which our efforts seem at

present directed, unite in representing those
countries as agricultural regions, similar in
their products to our middle states, ana gen
erally unfit for the production ot the great sta
ples, which can alone render slave labor valu-
able. If we are not grossly deceived .and it

difficult to conceive how 'we can be the
inhabitants of those regions, whether they
depend upon their ploughs, or their herds, 1
cannot be slave-holder- s. Involuntary labor,
requiring the investment of large capital, can
only be profitable when employed in the pro-
duction of a few favoured articles confined

nature
- -

to
- 1

special
.1

districts,. and
.

paying
.

lar--
returns man the usual aoricultural pro-

ducts spread over more considerable portions
tne earth.
In the able letter of Mr. Buchanan upon

this subject, not long since given to the pub-
lic, he presents similar considerations with
great force. Neither," says the distinguish-
ed writer, the soil, the climate, nor the pro-
ductions of California south of 36 deg. 30 m.,
nor indeed of any portion of it, north or south,

adapted to slave labor ; and besides every
facility would be there afforded for the slave

escape from his master. Such properly
would be entirely insecure in anv part of
California. It is morally impossible, there
fore, that a majority of the emigrants to that
portion of ihe territory south of 36 deg. 30 m.,
which will be cl.it fly composed of our citi-
zens, will ever slavery within its
limito.

" In regard to New Mexico, east of the Rio
Grande, the question has already been settled
by the admission of Texas into the Union.

" Should we acquire territory beyond the
Rio Grande and east of the Rocky mountains,

is still more impossible that a majority of
the people would consent to sli sla-
very. They are themselves colored popula-
tion, and among them the negro does not be-

long socially to a degraded race "
With this last remark Mr. Walker fully co

incides in his letter written in 1844, upon the
annexation of Texas, and which everywhere
produced so favorable an impression upon the
public mind, as to have conducted very ma
terially to the accomplishment of that great
measure. " lieyond the Del Jorte," says Mr
Walker, " slavery will not pass ; not only be
cause it is forbidden by law, but because the
colored race there preponderates in the ratio
of ten to one over the whites ; and holding, as
they do, the government and most of the offi-

ces in their possession, they will not permit
the enslavement ot any portion of the colored
race, which make6 and executes the laws of
the country."

The question, it will be therefore seen on
examination, does not regard the exclusion of
slavery from a region where it now exists,
but a prohibition against its introduction
where it does not exist, and where, from the
feelings of the inhabitants and the laws of na
lure, " it is morally impossible," as Mr. Bu
chanan says, that it can ever it
self.

It augu r3 well for the permanence of our
contederation, that during more than half a
century, which has ehpsed since the estab
nsnmeni oi tnis government, many serious
questions, and some of the highest importance,
have agitated

.
the public mind, and more than

j i i.ionce mreaicnea tne gravest consequences;
but that they have all in succession passed a
way, leaving our institutions unscathed, and

iour couniry advancing in numhers, power,
and wealth, and in all the other elements ot
national prosperity, with a rapidity unknown
in ancient or in modern days. In times of po-
litical excitement, when difficult and delicate
questions present themselves for solution,
there is one ark of safety for us ; and that is,
an honest appeal to the fundamental princi-
ples of our Union, and a stern determination
to abide their dictates. This course of pro-
ceeding has carried us in safety through many
a trouble, and I trust will carry us safety
through many more, should many more be
destined to assail us. The Wilmot Proviso
seeks to lake from its legitimate tribunal a
question of domestic policy, having no rela-
tion to the Union, as such, end to transfer it
to another created by the people for a special
purpose, and foreign to the subject-matte- r in
volved in this issue. By going back to our
true principles, we go back to the road of
peace and safety. Leave to the people, who
wm he anected by this question, to adjust it
upon their own responsibility, and in their
own manner, and we shall render another tri
bute to the original principles of our govern
ment, and furnish another guaranty for its
permanence and prosperity.

I am, dear sir, respectfully, your obedient
servant, LEWIS CASS.
A. O. P. Nicholson, esa.. Nashville. Tenn.

THE POST OFFICE AND RAIL ROADS- -

From the Philadelphia Ledger.

Whenever the Post Office is involved in a
dispute with any corporation of common car-
riers, whether on railroads, steamboats, or
stage coaches, many of the newspapers, and
no small portion of the public, invariably take
for granted that the former is wrong, and that
the latter are right. But, in every case which
has thus far occurred, the former was right,
and the latter were wrong These erroneous
judgments and hasty condemnations are too
often prompted by partisan animosties ; poli-
ticians assuming that, if the Post Office can be
convicted of wrong, the conviction will inure
to the benefit of their party Whether " de-

mocrat" or " whig," every Postmaster Gener-
al must expect this treatment from his partisan
opponents. To censure Aim will manufacture
partisan capital for them ; and beyond that
point they never investigate. Another source
is the impatience of the mercantile and other
portions of the community depending daily on
the mails for letters or newspapers. If. thro'
the arrangements of the Post Office, they en
counter delay in the mails, they take for
granted that the Postmaster General is wrong.
and censure accordingly. If the mail-depende-

nt

portion of the community would always
trace the evu to its source, and resolve to
have the cause of the evil removed, thev
would not so frequently suffer through de-

rangements in the mails, and the Postmaster
Geneial would have a much easier task in
managing his department.
" On the 22d instant we published a letter
from the Postmaster General, showing that
he has been driven, by the extortion that is
the word of the Richmond Railroad Compa-
ny, to choose another route for the great
southern mail, which causes a delay of twen
ty-fo- ur hours in its arrival in this city. This
delay is a serious evil to every merchant and
every newspaper in this community, and to
all readers of newspapers, which they should
not tolerate, if they can find a remedy. But
the first inquiry should be, " Where is the
fault ?" If they find it in the railroad compa-
ny, then justice and policy demand that they
snouiu assemoie in puonc meeting, express
their opinions upon the conduct of this com
pany, and ask Congress for stringent laws of
prevention and remedy. . The Postmaster
General is bound by existing laws ; he con
strues them like his predecessors ; they for
bid him from acceding to the demands of the
Richmond Railroad Company ; force him to
r.nnhaet with another carrier, and he tells the
whole to Congress. What should the people
do? Ask Congress to restrain the company
from controlling the Post Office, and to enable
the Post Office to control the company. And
what should Congress do ? Comply with the
wish of the people. -

. The Post Office is created for public conve-iKCef- or

the benefitf the wAofc people,
government cannot serve this purpose

ttU,r than, Private enterprise, then it should
abandon the .monopoly of transporting the
mails. : If it can, then it should be armed with
all necessary power, however extensive, over
all common carriers If the mails should be
left to private enterprise, then they would
cease, excepting on the main routes ; an J the

means of execution, probably VHJ! the
Air rfo -- nbiect,

in
UUVVV lltllibC lis ujv j Congress, the

to

a wi tuIepuon,
iSrSSh of the Ohio, as over other ter-

ritory both within and without the original

Union, ceded to the general government; and,

at various times, a more enlarged power has
been exercised over the Territories meaning is

thereby the different Territorial Governments
than is conveyed by the limited grant refer-

red to. How far an existing necessity may
have operated in producing this legislation,
and thus extending, by rather a violent impli-
cation, powers not directly given, I know not.
But certain it is, that the principle of interfer-
ence

by

should not be carried... bevond. .
the

.
neces- -

ii
ger

sary implication, which produces it. it snouiu
limited to the creation of proper govern-

ments

oi

for new countries, acquired or settled,
and to the necessary provision for their even-tii- hl

admission into the Union; leaving, in the
meantime, to the people inhabiting them, to
regulate their internal concerns in their own
wav Thev are iust as capable of doing so,

the people of the Slates; and they can do
is

so, at any rate, as soon as tneir political inde-
pendence is recognised by admission in.o the
Union. Durine this temporary cOndition.it is to

hardly expedient to can into exercise a qoudi
ful and invidious authority, which questions
ihe intelligence of a respectable portion of our
citizens, and whose limitation, whatever it
may be, will be rapidly approaching its ter
mination an authority which would give to
Congress despotic power, uncontrolled by the
constitution, over most important sections of
our common country. For, if the relation of
master and servant may be regulated or anni-
hilated by its legislation, so may the relation

husband and wife, of parent and child, and
itany other condition which our institutions

and the hahits of our society recognise. What
would be thought if Congress should under
take to prescribe the terms of marriage in New
York, or to regulate the cuthority of parents
over their children in Pennsylvania! And
yet it would be as vain to seek one justifying
the interference of the national legislature in
the cases referred to in the original States of
the Union I speak hereof the inherent pow-
er of Congress, and do not touch the question
of such contiacts.as may be formed with new
Slates when admitted into the confederacy.

Of all the questions that can agitate us,
those which are merely sectioual in their char-
acter, are the most dangerous, and the most to
be deprecated. The warning voice of him,
who from his character, and services, and vir-

tue, had the best right to warn us, proclaimed
to his countrymen, in his Farewell Address
that monument of wisdom for him, as I hope
it will be of safely for them how much we
had to apprehend from measures peculiarly
affecting geographical portions of our country.
The grave circumstances in which we are now
placed make these words, words of safety ;

for I am satisfied, from all I have seen and
heard here, that a successful attempt to en
graft the principles of the Wilmot Proviso up-

on the legislation of this government, and to
apply them to new territory, should new ter-

ritory be acquired, would seriously affect our
tranquillity. I do not suffer myself to foresee
or to foretell the consequences that would en-

sue ; for I trust and believe there is good sense
and good feeling enough in the country to id

them, by avoiding all occasions which
might lead to them.

Briefly, then, I am opposed to the exercise
of any jurisdiction by Congress over this mat-

ter ; and I am in favor of leaving to the peo-
ple of any territory, which may be hereafter
acquired, the right to regulate it for them-
selves, under the general principles of the
constitution. Because

1. I do not see in the constitution any errant
of the requisite power to Congress ; and J am
not disposed ta extend a doubtful precedent
beyond its necessity the establishment of
territorial governments when needed leaving:
to the inhabitants all the rights compatible
with the relations they bear to the confedera
tion.

2. Because I believe this measure, if adopt
ed, would weaken, if not impair, the union of
the States ; and would sow the seeds of fu
ture discord, which would grow up and ripen
into an abundant harvest of calamity.

3. Because I believe a general conviction,
that such a proposition would succeed, would
lead to an immediate withholding of the sup
plies, and thus to a dishonorable termination
of the war. I think no dispassionate obser
ver at the seat of government can doubt this
result.

4. If, however, in this I am under a misap
prehension. I am under none in the practical
operation of this restriction, if adopted by
Congress, upon a treaty of peace making any
acquisition of Mexican territory, oucn a
treaty would be rejected just as certainly as
presented to the benate. More than one-tnir- d

of that body would vote against it, viewing
such a principle as an exclusion oi tnt citi-

zens of the slaveholding Slates from a parti-
cipation in the benefits acquired by the treas
ure and exertions of all, and which snouht he
common to all. I am repeating neither ad-

vancing nor defending these views. That
branch of the subject does not lie in my way,
and I shall not turn aside to seek it.

In this aspect of the matter, the people of
the United States must choose between this
restriction, and the extension of their territo-

rial limits. They cannot have both ; and
which they will surrender must depend upon
their representatives first, and then, if these
fail them, upon themselves.

5. But after all, it seems to be generally
conceded, that this restriction, if carried into
effect, could not operate- - upon any State to be
formed from newly acquired territory. The
well-know- n attributes of sovereignty, recog-
nized by us as belonging to the State govern-
ments, would sweep before them any such
barrier, and would leave the people to express
and exert their will at pleasure- - Is the object,
then, of temporary exclusion for so short a
perioi as the duration of the Territorial gov-

ernments, worth the price at which it would
be purchased ? worth - the discord it would
engender, the trial to which it would expose
ourUnion, and the evils that would be the
certain consequence, let that trial result as it
might ? As to the course, which has been
intimated, rather than proposed, of cngraftitv;
such a restriction upon any treaty of acquisi
tion, I persuade myself it would find but little
favor in anv peition of this country, fcuch
an arrangement would render Mexico a party,
havinsr a rieht to interfere in our internal in
stitutions in questions left by the constitution
to the Mate governments, and wouia mnict a
serious blow upon our fundamental principles.
Few indeed. I trust, there are among us, who
would thus grant to a foreign power the right
to inauire

.
into the constitution and conduct of

.,- - it i ; fth sovereign Mates oi tnis union; ana u
there are any. I am not among them, and nev
er shall be. To the people oi tnis country,
under God, now and hereafter, are us uesu- -

mes committed : and we want no foreign pow
er to interrogate us, treaty in hand, and to
say. Why have you done this, or why have
you left that undone? Our own dignity and
the principles of national independence unite

But there is another important considra
lion,- wnicn ougni not to be lost sight of, in
the invesiiganon oi mis subject. The ques
tion mat presents useu is nil a qnenilon of
the increase, out oi uie aiuusion of slavery
Whether its sphere be stationary or progees
sive, its amount wt'.l be the same. Ti.e re-

jection of this restriction will not add one to
the class of servitude, nor will its adoption
give fredem to-- a single being who is now
placed therein. The same numbers will bp

spread over greater territory; and so far as
compression, with less abundance of the ne-

cessaries of life, is an evil, so far will that
evil be mitigated by transporting slaves to a
new country, and giving them a larger space
to occupy. !

1 say thii in the tvept cf Ihc extension f

We were in error in our last paper in jTta?

ing tb.at both Houses of Congress adjourned

over from Mondiy to Wednesday, for the pur

pose of attending Senator Fairfield's funeral.
. , -

. luesaay, uec. vs.
Spvtc The Senate tnet to-d- ay at the u- -

sual hour, and, after prayer by the Rev. R. R.
Gurley, chaplain of .the House of Representa
tives, the journal was read. ;

Mr. Niles, from the committee of arrange-

ments, appointed to take charge of the funeral
nf the late Hon. John Fairfield, made a report,
ftrrnmnanipd bv" sundrv resolutions, one of

J -- j ; j ,
-

which is as follows: .;

Resolved. That the Secretary of the Senate
be directed to pay from the contingent fund of
the Senate, and place at the disposal of the
Hon. Franklin Clark, for the funeral expenses
of the Hon. John t airfield, a sum equal to that
usually expended in such cases, to be ascer
tained and drawn for by the committee of ar
rangements. .

The resolutions having been unanimously
aereed to, the Senate adjourned. " ,

House or Representatives. In the House,
Mr. Hunt gave notice that he would introduce

i v, p

ioint resolution presenting tne tnanKs o
Congress to Gen. Winfield Scott and the army
under his command.

Mr. Sawyer submitted a resolution, which
was adopted, directing the Committee on In
dian Affairs to inquire into the expediency of
excluding all white traders from Indian terri-
tories, and confining the trade with the Indians
to the Indian residents.

The States were called for petitions. Mr.
Caleb B. Smith' presented a petition from citi-

zens of the State of Indiana, praying the abo
lition of slavery and the slave trade in the
District of Columbia. Mr. Labell moved to
lay it on the table. Mr. Root demanded the
yeas and nays on this question ; and, being
taken, resuiteJ yeas 7t, nays u. oo me
petition was laid on the table.

A message was received from the cvnate,
communicating resolutions in relation to the
attendance of both houses at the funeral of the
Hon. John Fairfield, late Senator from the
State of Maine, at half-pa- st 4 o'clock this
evening. The resolutions were concurred in,
and the House then adjourned.

Wednesday, Dec. 29.
Senate. Several documents were received

from the Treasury and Navy Departments.
Several petitions and reports on private busi-

ness were also submitted by Senators; which
were severally read by their titles and appro-
priately referred.

Gen. Cass introduced a bill from the Com-

mittee on Foreign Relations, providing for the
further prosecution of the war with Mexico.
Also, one providing bounty (as he was under-
stood) for volunteers serving in the army of
the United States. They were read twice by
the tellers, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Atherton moved to lake up House Bill
No. 6, making appropriations for supplying,
in part, the deficiencies growing out of the ex-

penditures of the War Department for supply-
ing the regulars and volunteers serving in
Mexico. The bill calls for $1,000,000.

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, asked the chair-
man of the Committee on Finance "what the
whole deficiency was ?

Mr. Atherton said that it amounted to near
$4,000,000.

The bill was then read three times and pas-
sed.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives
appeared at the bar of the Senate, and announ-
ced the two resolutions of that body, which
he was instructed to report to the Senate. One
.was in reference to the appointment of a Joint
Cemmittee on Printing, the other relating to
the death of the Hon. Edward Bradley.

Mr Crittenden called up the special order
of the day, which was in reference to the pur-
chase of the Madison papers.

The Chair having put the question,
The bill was then read twice and ordered

to be engrossed. When it was about to be
read a third time, and the ayes and nays being
called for,

Mr. Buller rose and said that he would like
to see the bill passed over for the present,.un-ti- l

he could have an opportunity to examine,
as hewas not altogether prepared to give it
his sanction now ; and after some further de
bale, in which Messrs. Westcott and Badger
participated, the bill was laid over till

Mr. Felch then arose and announced the
death of Mr. Bradley, after which the Senate
passed the usual resolution, and then adjourn-
ed:

House of Representatives. The iournal
of yesterday was read by the Clerk.

jyjr. vv ick rose to correct an omission of the
journal in not having a notice of a petition re
lating to patent rights that he presented yes
terday. ..

Ihe Chair thought it was not read in the
House, but would be inserted on the journal
in the usual way.

Mr. Steward then rose and announced the
death of the Hon. Edward Bradley, member
elect from the State of Michigan. In doing
so he delivered some appropriate remarks up-
on his general moral and political character.
The usual resolutions were then offered and
agreed to, when the House adjourned.

Thursday, Dec. ZQ.

Senate. A number of bills of a private
character were introduced and referred to com-
mittees. 4

Sundry resolutions were introduced, which
lie over. s

Mr. Breese announced the resignation of
Mr. Cass, as one of the Board of Regents of
the Smithsonian Institute on the part of the
Senate; and the Vice President was authori
zed to rill the vacancy.

On mot ion of Mr. Westcott, it was ordered
that when theSenate adjourn it stand adjourn-
ed till Monday next.

. A resolution offered some days previous, by
Mr Johnson, of Md., calling upon the Secre-
tary of War to furnish a list of those who
have been killed and died, &c, in the Mexican
war. After a few remarks from Mr. J. in ex-
planation, it was adopted.
- The resolution offered by Mr.' Crittenden,
for purchasing the " Madison papers," was
taken up, and passed by a vote of 22 ayes to
13 nays. ?,

Mr: Cass moved that the bill reported by
him yesterday, providing additional forces for
prosecuting the Mexican war, be taken up.

Mr. Calhoun hoped the subject might be
postponed.

Mr. Cass could see no reason for delay
on the contrary, the exigencies of the'ease de-
manded prompt action ; delay only retarded
the termination of the war. In the language
of the President's message, he could pledge
the administration as opposed to extiuguishing
the nationality of Mexico, or annexing it to
the United States.

Mr. Calhoun was glad to hear the announce-
ment, as he would regard the reverse as a
great national calamity, but he desired first to
have a vote upon the resolutions which he
had submitted sometime previous

Mr. Cass could not see the force of the rea-

son for delay. He bad no desire to say a
word as to how the war originated to defend
the President or to discuss any collateral
question; his only design was,4 to takemea-
sures for concluding the war : :

Mr. Clayton favored a postponement. As
did also, Mr. Berrien, who first desired to
consider the proposition of Mr. Calhoun, with

la view to arrive at what the war was to be
continued lor. -

Mr. Cass suggested the necessity of speedy
action, growing out of the delay in making
the force serviceable, from the time to be con-
sumed in passing upon the bill, in 'raising the
regiments, transporting them to the seat of
war, &c. He could not see any reason for
postponing the bill, with the view'to discuss
an abstrrct question, involved in the resolu-
tions of the Senator from South Carolina ;
and preferring acting upon substantive and
practical propositions. He might qonsent to
its postpoaeraent till Monday next, but no
longer,'. ir-;-

issue to be made, at this time, ' whe W he
were determined to prosecute the war e

only hope of peace, o to abandon it in,!ft
disgrace. TAs a firm friend of the a;":11
tion he should press the former course rwasted strength of our army, bleeding V. he

j ! j me fc.u.iuua enlevementarms, demanded the reinforcement 'Usm, .v.
be obtained. All delays were r.r;n.i:5 ! 10

our interest.
Mr. Calhoun considered it a ...

"'WCmentary move to get up-- a

discussion Stfbill before the consideration of the bt

The great point of the resolutionCo 'uJOD'

be, obtained ,by action upon the bill r,01

could not be mistaken, and he desired fi

all to settle the question involved in h;s
lutions the nationality of Mexico, l6
foreboding should be realized, he ennU i . "
.ir i;i:., ",M "Clearthe mDiiny oi our own government
should make no acknowledgements nt t .

to the administration ; he should do u-- v

i',)Tmnt dictated sa ricrHt n.ji.. .

administration.- -

reference of the President, in his message
to the taking of territory. He believed t?
war to have been commenced in fraud, Q,
prosecuted in iniquity. He preferred takin
up Mr. Calhoun's resolutions first, as they d

5

signed to say how much (if anv tPiv.iL

we were to lake; and then considsrMr. Dj'
inson's, as presenting what were to be th
terms under which we are not to receive ii'
He was opposed to the mode of saying" a
war is wrong," at the same time voting mean!

to prosecute it. Let ti3 first know whattht
President means by "an honorable peace.
The true object, and purport of the war he
believed to be to perpetuate the institution of
slavery, and as such he desired, at some future
day, to express his views upon that uhjuct

5 The question was then taken, when there
were 19 ayes and 19 nays the Vice President
voting in the affirmative, the bill was taken
up.

The bill was read
Mr. Morgan expressed the hope, that it.

finite action might not be pressed. He cor.
eluded by moveing that the Senate adjourn-bu- t

waived it, at the suggestion of Mr. Cass
for the purpose of going into executive ws'
sion; and after a brief session, the Senate ad.
journed.

House of Representatives. A large num-
ber of memorials and petitions were presented
on various subjects.

Mr. Tuck presented the petition of Joseph
Lindsley and others, praying that a ehanee
may be made in the constitution and laws of
the United States, that the proceeds of

the sales of the public lands may beapplied to

the extinction of slavery; and he moved to re-

fer it to the committee on territories.
Mr. Gayle moved to lay the petition on the

table.
Mr. Tuck asked for the yeas and nayj;

which were ordered, and being taken, result

ted yeas 86, nays 7C. So the petition was
laid on the table.

Mr. Goggin, the chairman of the commit-te- e

on the Post Office and Post Roals, repo-
rted a joint resolution authorizing the Postma-
ster General to make an arrangement with

the Richmond Railroad and Steamboat Co-
mpany for transporting the mails, as formerly,
to be allowed the highest rate of pay allowed
to any other line for once a day service ; and

that the Bay line be compensated for a disco-
ntinuance of its service.

The resolution was committed to the conv

mittee of the Whole on the State of the Union.
Mr. Goggin moved to the vote,

in order to act on the resolution now. A d-

ebate ensued, in which he and Messrs. Botts

and Brown, of Pa., took part.
Without coming to a conclusion on the sub- -

ject, at z$ o'ciocK.ana adjournment tooit piaoe

until Monday next.
. . KJl4 :

Serious Affair at Yale College. We find

in the New York Herald the following d-

espatch, dated New Haen, Dec. 24 :
A serious affair occurred here last night, b-

etween two tutors, and two students, resulting
in the tabbing of one of the tutors with a

sword cane. " The 6tab, however, is not likely

to prove fatal. The other was knocked down

with a bar of iron. The case, it is feared,
will prove fatal.

The names of the tutors are Emerson and
Goodrich, the latter a son of Prof. Goodrich,
of Yale College. The names of the students
are Tower, of Philadelphia, and Ewen of

Tennessee.1
The students were arrested and hell to hail

in $4000 each. They found bail, and were

discharged.
The affair produced great excitement.
Goodrich is not expected to survive.

Generals Scott and Worth. It. is a source
of very general regret, says the Albany Jour-
nal, that the close friendship which has ex-

isted for more than thirty years between Gens.

Scott and Worth, for any cause, have been in-

terrupted. The reported arrests of Generals

Woth, Pillow, and of Col. Duncan, is doub-

tless true. We have certain information of

existing differences, but are not at liberty to

give particulars. The first difficulty between
Gens. Scott and Worth occurred at Puebla, in

October, since which time they have had no

intercourse but of an official character.

Receipts at New York. The New York

correspondent of the Washington Union pays:

" The amount received at the Custom House

here from January 1, to December, 1, 1847,

is8pecie, 18,615,422 26 ; treasury notes

$797,146 56 total, $19,4f2,568 82. The

largest receipt was in the month of August
3,340,706 48 ; and the smallest in the monih

of October-$1,242,- 323 91. The total re-

ceipts of the independent treasury here fortbe

same eleven months, reached (in specie, n
course) the large sum of $29,944,744! Of

this amount $18,615,422 26 were for duties,

as above stated ; the balance was received in

exchange for treasury notes.

: Failure of Cunard, the Celebrated Royal

'Mail Contractor. Won. Joseph Cunard, of

Miramichi, has been compelled to yield to the

pressue of the times, he having stopped pay-

ment. The Halifax Sun publishes the iodow- -

1 ng extract of a letter, dated Catham, Nov'r.

30th:
' Mr. Joseph Cunard stopped payment on

Saturday last, and assigned all his estate ana

effects to trustees for the benefit of his cred-

itors, and his establishment if closed. The

of his liabilities is fearfully great, but

the total is not yet ascertained. His proper-

ty is immense, and at a fair value would rea-

lize 20s. in the pound ; but to be wound up by

assignees for prompt payment, in these l"JrJ

times, may not realize 5s. in the pound. The

result of his failure will be fearful. It will be

equal, in its consequences to Miramichi, to

the great fire of 1825 !"

The Art Union Annual Distribution- .-
annual meeting of this association for the di-

stribution of paintings and other works ot an

among its members, took place at the iaber-nacle- ,

New, York, on Friday evening, and we

learn from' the papers of that city that the a

embly on thebecasion was uncommonly

large. The number of members one year ag

was 4437 : this year, 9666 ; . and the number
.

of paintings distributed last year, was rj
oi

this yearmore than 272. From the report
.

the treasurer, it appears that the receif

the Art union auring tne.year wu.-.- " -- --

hi!e its ennii: amounted to 48.731 41. " -
tednpriod amoun

to $47,003 84 : leaving a balance in tne

sury of $4,757 57. . d;9.
The first three paintings on the list lor

tribution. were "The Jolly Flat Boat-m- a

(cost $600 ;) Janetta Falls, N. an.( byidrawwhich werenear Frankford, Pa.,"
B. Van'Schaick and J. H. Clifford., of
and,W.' B. Choate, Baltimore, dw. Baby

medal, which was the only; prize draff
f

member, from Virginia $hn

is, in the first instance, a subject oi execuuve
consideration. There the constitution . has be
placed It, aud there l am willing to leave it ;

not only because 1 have full confidence in its
judicious exercise but because, in the ever-varyin- g

circumstances of a war, it would be
indiscreet, by a public declaration, to commit
th country to any line of indemnity, ' which
might otherwise be enlarged, as the obstinate
injustice of the enemy- - prolongs the contest, as

with its Joss ol Diooa ana treasure.
It appears to me that the kind of metaphysi

cal magnanimity, which vrould reject all in
demnity at the close of ; a bloody and expen- -

Bive war, brought on by a direct attack upon
our troops by the enemy, and preceded by a
succession of unjust acts for a series of years,
is as unworthy of the age in which we live,
as it is revolting to the common sense and
practice of mankind It would conduce but
little to our future security, or. indeed, to our
present reputation, to declare that we repudi-

ate all expectation of compensation from the
Mexican government, and are fighting, not for

of
any practical result, but for some vague, per-

haps
of

some philanthropic object, which escapes
my penetration, and must be defined by those,
who assume this new principle of national in-

tercommunication. All wars are to be depre-
cated, as well by the statesman as by the phi-

lanthropist. They ire great evils ; but there
are greater evils than these, and submission
to injustice is among them. The nation,
which should refuse to defend its rights and
its honor, when assailed, would soon have
neither to defend : and when driven to war, it
is not by professions of disinterestedness and
declarations of magnanimity, that its rational
objects can be best obtained, or other nations
taught a lesson of forbearance the strongest
security for permanent peace. We are at war
with Mexico, and its vigorous prosecution is
the surest means of its speedy termination, and
ample indemnity the surest guaranty against
the recurrence of such injustice as provoked it.

The Wilnt Proviso has been before the
country some time. It has been repeatedly
discussed in Congress, and by the public press
I am strongly impressed with the opinion that
a great change has been going on in the pub
lie mind upon this subject in my own as well
as others; and that doubts are resolving them-
selves into convictions, that the principle it
involves should be kept out of the national
legislature, and left to the people of the con-

federacy in their respective local governments.
The whole subject is a comprehensive one,

and fruitful of important consequences. It
would be d to discuss it here. I shall
not assume that responsible task, but 6ha!l
conhne myseli to such general views as are
necessary to the fair exhibition of my opin
ions.

We may well regret the existence of slave-
ry in the-Souther-n States, and wish they had
been saved from its introduction. But there
it is, and not by the act of the present genera-
tion ; 3nd we must deal with it as a great
practical question, involving the most momen-
tous consequences. Wehave neither the right
nor the power to touch it where it exists; and
if we had both, their exercise, by any means
heretofore suggested, might lead to results
which no wise man would willingly encoun-
ter, and which no good man could contemplate
without anxiety.

The theory of our government presupposes
that its various members have reserved to
themselves the regulation of all subjects rela-
ting to what may be termed their internal po-
lice. They are sovereign within their boun-
daries, except in those cases where they have
surrendered to the general government a por-

tion of their rights, in order to give effect to
the objects of the Union, whether these con-

cern foreign nations or the several States them-- .
selves. Local institutions, if I may so speak,
whether they have reference to slavery, or to
any other relations, domestic or public, are
left to local authoiity, either original or deri-

vative. Congress has no right to say that
there shall be slavery in New- - York, or that
there shall he no slavery in Georgia ; nor is
there any other human power, but the people
of those States, respectively, which can change
the relations existing therein ; and they can
eay, if they will. We will have slavery in the
former, and we will abolish it in the latter.

In various respects the Territories differ from
the States. Some of their rights are inchoate,
and they do not possess the peculiar attributes
of sovereignty. Their relation to the general
government is very imperfectly defined by the
constitution ; and it will be found, upon ex-

amination, that in that instrument the only
grant of power concerning them is conveyed
in the phrase, " Congress shall have the pow-
er to dispose of and make all needful rules
and regulations, respecting the territory and
other property belonging: to the United States."
Certainly this phraseology is very loose, if it
were designed to include in the grant the
whole power of legislation over persons, as
well as things. The expression, the " territo-
ry and other property," fairly construed, re
lates to the public lands, as such, to arsenals,
dockyards, forts, ships, and all the various
kinds of property, which the United States
may and must possess.

But surely the simple authority to dispose
of and regulate these, does not extend to the
unlimited power of legislation : to the passage
of all laws, in the most general acceptation of
the word; which, by the by, is carefully ex
eluded from the sentence. And, indeed, if
this were so, it would render unnecessary an
other provision of the constitution, which
grants to , Congress the power to legislate,
with the consent of the States, respectively,
over all places purchased for the "erection of
forts, magazines, arsenals, dockyards, &c."
inesebeme the " vroDertu" of the United
States, if the powtr to make "needful rules
and regulations concerning" them includes the
general power tf legislation, then the grant of
authority to regulate " the territory and other
property m uie united States' is unlimited,
wherever subjects are found for its operation,
anu iia exercise iiceueu no auxiliary provision.
If, on the other hand, it does not include such
power of legislation over the other property"
of the United States, then it does not include
it over their " territory;" for the same terms
which grant the one, grant the other. Ter.
ritorxf' is here classed with property, and
treated as such : and the object was evidently
to enable the general government, as a prop- -

ty holder which, from necesity, it must be
to manage, preserve, and " dispose of" such

property as n mignt possess, and which au-
thority is essential almost to its being. But
the lives and persons of ourxitizens. with the
vast variety of objects connected with them,
cannot be controlled by an authority, which
is merely called into existence for the ouruose
of making rules and regulations for the dis
position and management ofproperty.

Such, it appears to me, would be the con
etruction put upon this provision of the con
stitution, were this question now first presen-
ted for consideration, and not co .trolled by
tmna,inna rirrnmeH. rrt 1 )
im);w1J14 v...u,iJoioilteSi original orui
nance of the Congress of the Confederation
passed in 1787. and which was th nnlv act
upon this subject in force at the adoption of
the constitution, provided a complete frame of
government tor the country north of the Ohio,
while in conditionand for its
eventual admission in separate Spates into the
Union, And the persuation, that this ordi- -

New Board. Old Board.
G.W.Davis, 191 John McRae, 154

James Cassidey, 185 H. Nutt, 153

J. G. Wright, 191 G. Potter, 156

John Dawson, 90 J. Baliard, 148

B. Flanner. 187 George Davis, 157
John A. Taylor, 185 P. W. Fanning, 157

James T. Miller, 195 J. D. Bellamy 161

fjtj-T- he first meeting of the new Board of
Commissioners was hHd last Wednesday night,
when Col. James T. Miller was elected

Magistrate of Police.

Congress. Our dates from Washington
are only up to the 1st inst. lt will be seen

from our Congressional synopsis (compiled

from the Union, National Whig, and Balti-

more Clipper,) that both Houses adjourned on

the 30lh till last Monday.

Gen. Cass' Letter. We publish to-da- y a
lengthy and able letter from Gen'l Cass, on

the subject of the Wilmot Proviso, addressed
to A U. P. Nicholson, Esq., Nashville, Tenn.
Without offering any comment of our own, we
spread the letter before our readers. Accord-

ing to our notion of thinking, Gen. Cass, like
all other leading statesmen of the Democratic
party who have recently declared their senti-

ments on this momentous subject, deserves ,the
thanks of the whole country for the noble
stand he has taken.

Latest from the Rio Grande. By the
arrival at New Orleans of the steamship Tele-
graph, the Picayune has received dates from
the Brazos to the 24th ult.,and from Matamo-ra- s

to the 22d ult. The Telegraph brings no
news of importance. The Matamoras Flag
says that large numbers of Mexicans are emi-

grating to Texas, with a view of coming un-

der the protection of the United States, in case
the Rio Grande should be made the boundary
line 'According to the Monterey Gazette,
Canales is still giving escort and receiving tri-

bute from merchants. On the 2d instant, a
train of carts, loaded with merchants goods,
.ire mentioned as having entered Monterey
from Camargo, which came through under es-

cort of Canales's troops, and paid him a very
considerable sum.

Another New Paper. We have receeived
the prospectus for a daily paper to be publish-
ed in Wilmington, by Wm. Stringer and T.G.
Haughton, at $7 a year.

The Northern Mail. We see it stated in
the correspondence of the Baltimore Sun, that
the committee on Post Offices and Post Roads
have determined to put the great mail again
upon the Richmond route, but at the same pay
that Mr. Johnson offered ! Well now, whit
if that route still refusas to carry it ? The
committee smtains the Postmaster General's
course , by this decision. We presume that
the Richmond Company (. e. Mr. Robinson)
will be compelle.1 at last to become reasona-
ble: : 1 ; ,

is handsomely chased and ornamented.!
' lBa.lt. Clipper',
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